SPORTSMANSHIP

There are three main parts to sports: learning the skills that it takes (like throwing a ball or shooting an arrow), learning the rules that must be followed (three strikes and you’re out, or stand behind the line), and sportsmanship.

We have been working hard on learning the skills of shooting an arrow.  Each and every one of you have shown great improvement.  You are now comfortable with handling the bow and arrow, and are ready to try out your new skills in competition.

The rules of the competition are easy – be quiet on the line, shoot when allowed, and step back behind the line when complete.  Your arrows will be scored by the “judge” of the contest and retrieved by you.  When you are not shooting, you will need to be quiet and respect the others who are shooting.

The largest part of the competition is sportsmanship.  The first thing to remember about sportsmanship is that everyone’s skills are a little different.  You may be very good at one thing, but not another.  That doesn’t mean that you are a good person one time, and not good another time.  You can always be a good person, whether or not you have good skills for a sport.  Remember you and your friends are people first, and archers second.  A good sport cheers on the other archers, even though they may have a higher or lower score than yours.

In any competition, there will be winners, and there will be losers.  You know that when you choose to compete.  There are times when you will win and be happy, and times when you will lose and be unhappy.  We must be a winner in our own mind.  We must be able to say, “I did my best” and be satisfied with the results.

We encourage each of you to be good winners – be happy about the results, but don’t gloat – and good losers – don’t pout, grump, or cry.  Competition is supposed to be fun, and we hope to make it possible for all to enjoy it.  If you have concerns, please talk to one of us in private.
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